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FROM THE 

EDITOR'S 

DESK 

I am delighted to bring you the SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2018 edition
of DÉ MODÉ. I am really encouraged by the feedback received from
various countries, Japan, France, Vietnam & France, in the distribution of
the previous editions. There is very strong evidence now emerging that
my team conceptual ideas & high graphic understanding are extremely
successful and the general trend is that DÉ MODÉ content practices are
improving edition on edition.

Meeting Dheeraj Dhoopar, the famous TV actor & interviewing him for the
cover in Mumbai was really an amazing experience for me as well as for
my team. We got to know with more clarity how something can be
achieved with dedication & positive energy.

DÉ MODÉ was invited again to cover Paris Fashion Week SS19 at Hôtel
d'Evreux, Paris by Fashion Week Studio. Well, what I can say about this
journey. It goes better the far we travel. We have brought you an
overview of all 17 designers from different countries who showcased
some of the most fascinating designs.

EDITOR IN CHIEF

Our official travel photographers, BANGKOK PHOTO RAMBLES (John
Stiles & Jeremiah Boulware) travelled to Paris & have something to show
you inside from there. Also, they got a chance to interview Laserman    ,
the first Indo-American superhero from New York City, in Bangkok. Enjoy
the spread inside this beautifully designed edition of DÉ MODÉ.
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SHIRT
A white shirt is the

ultimate classic to-go
clothing piece for any

season or occasion.it’s a
timeless wardrobe staple
that deserves a place in

every man’s arsenal and,
safe to say, will never go

out of style.

JACKET
Leather jackets are  

perfect for creating a
classic and cool look.

Whether it’s after work
drinks, or a weekend

away, this one has always
got your back. Simplicity
and a good fit will help

you nail this style.

DENIM
The most classy denim is
indigo denim, Don’t make

the mistake of thinking
“Skinny” fit is the same as

“Slim” fit. “Skinny” fit jeans
are usually skin-tight and

not appropriate.

SHOES
If the leather of your

shoes is really dried out
and scuffed, use a shoe

conditioner to nurse
them back to health.

Wear your newly shined
shoes with pride like

Dheeraj Dhoopar. 

DHEERAJ DHOOPAR 
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live bold 
& classy 

                lead role of Prem Bharadwaj in the TV serial Sasural Simar Ka on Colors TV. He currently
plays the main lead role of Karan Luthra in Ekta Kapoor's Balaji Telefilms popular television show
Kundali Bhagya, on Zee TV. He is liked by people due to his acting skills but also loved due to his

charming features such as dimples.  
He started his career as a model and featured in over 100 commercials for brands like Maruti Suzuki,

Parker, Dabur Honey, Samsung Galaxy, Videocon Mobile, TATA AIG, and others. He made his
television debut with Maat Pitaah Ke Charnon Mein Swarg as Ansh on Colors TV. After that he

appeared in Star Plus's show Behenein as Bhavesh Patil and as Sushant in Mrs. Tendulkar on SAB TV.
He had a cameo appearance in Kuch Toh Log Kahenge on Sony TV.

D              heeraj Dhoopar, a popular Indian television actor, model. He is best known for playing the
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COVER

INTERIEW
Q: What advice would you give
your younger self?

Q: If you could ask a sage any
question that you want to know
the answer to, what would you
ask?This is a very interesting question and

 has made me think a lot, but I feel
that I may not advice my younger self
anything. Solely because  I am what I
am is because of what I was back
then. And as I have always said,
whatever I'm today is a manifestation
of what I used to think back then. At
the max I might advice myself younger
self to be a little more patient. 

Q: What have you learned about
yourself since you became a
celebrity? 
Since the time I have become a
celebrity I have basically learnt my
true potential. I have learnt if one
has the right attitude and is willing
to stretch beyond capacity then
even the unthinkable is possible.  
I have also learnt that by nature  
I love getting attention (laughs)

Q: What things have you learned
about life and the human
condition from being a celebrity?

I have never thought about it at such
philosophical levels but I may be
able to add a few lines here. I feel by
all this happening around me I feel  
I am at the happiest space in my life.
As in currently I am really happy
about my life in general. Secondly
what I have understood is that there
is an energy that governs everything
and it makes things possible which
one really wants. I strongly believe in
the universe working towards
making things possible.

Q: What things in life are still a
mystery to you? 

Nothing is mystery actually. I live in
the moment and enjoy the moment.
I feel one should have the past and
the future only at the back of their
mind to enjoy the uncertain
sometimes.

There is this one question I would
want to ask and that is "What after
death? Is there something called as
rebirth and is there a cycle behind a
soul or if all gone after death and we
just vanish without any trace? I know
it is pretty deep but I sometimes
think about it.

Q: What things in your life would
you give up in an instant if it got
you to an even better place than
you are now?

It depends on what that better place
means. Is that place better
materialistically or idealistically?  
I think in both the cases I would
want to give up my materialistic
needs in an instant. This is only
because I feel materialistic things
can be earned any time if one is
capable enough but things like
happiness and love are only blessed.

Q: If you were God for a day, what
changes would you make to the
world?

I would definitely change the
disparity or the division of wealth in
the world. I would want o see every
equally self sufficient so that every
one is round abut equally happy. 
I would also eradicate war no matter
at levels it is present. Wars are clear
and present in each and ever society
today.

Q: What projects you are
currently working on?  

My current show that is number 1 in
India, UK ,USA and Indonesia
doesn't allow me time for any other
projects. So I am currently working
on Kundali Bhagya on Zee Tv.  
Soon you will see me on a few hard
hitting short films.
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Q9. Which celebrities you believe
are the most influential except
you?
The most influential celebrity in my
life has been SRK. I am completely in
awe of him and his persona. Not
only the way he looks on screen but
his wit impresses me the most and
his business acumen too is very
impressive. Another celebrity I feel
who inspires me is Akshay Kumar.

Q10. On what do you spend the
most clothes, accessories,
perfumes,or anything else?
I spend the most on all that you
have mentioned above. And I really
love them. In fact for many of these
things I don't have to spend actually
as my fans and friends gift me
things like perfumes and all.

Q11. Whom do you love most your
parents,friends, spouse,kids,or
yourself?
I have never been able to answer
such kind of questions ever. Not
even when I was a kid. I love
everyone equally. But currently I am
what I am is because of my wife
Vinny Arora. The way she has taken
care of me since day 1, is something
very special to me.

Q12. What do you do when not
working?
This is a dream situation for me.
Whenever I am not working I am
either working out in the gym
making up for lost time or I schedule
my other meetings which have been
pending since long. I also make it a
point to spend some quality time
with my family and friends.

Q: What do you hate most about
being rich and famous?
Absolutely nothing. I would be
telling a lie if I say that I hate
something. I only feel fortunate
enough.

Q14. Did you set out to be a
celebrity, or did you just trip over
a case of bourbon and fall into it? 

I wanted to be famous but I had no
plans. I initially decided to become a
ramp model and I had shifted by
base to Bangalore for the same.
Then I realized that I am a little short
for ramp and thus I shifted my focus
to print modelling. I did quite a lot of
work in print before I got a call from
Rajan Shahi's production for an
audition. And as luck would have it I
got selected for the same.  
I wouldn't call it an accident but I
feel It was something more than I
had planned for.

Q15. Don’t you miss being a
common man?
I still am a common man. I will never
feel I am not common just because  
I am fortunate enough to lead a
better life and a few. There are
many other things that matter I feel. 

Q16. Which life would you prefer
Stardom or the Simple one for
your children?
I think it should be a combination of
both. I would want my kids to
understand the struggles of life and
also taste the luxuries of life. By this
they would be able to understand
how fortunate they are and then not
take anything for granted.

Q17. Does competition excites you
or kill you?
It excites me to the core. I love
healthy competition and that
actually brings out the best in me.
But I don't let it bother anything in
any way.

Q18. How has fame changed you
as a person? Do you enjoy having
a giant fanbase?
I don't think fame has changed me as
a person. In fact of my friends and
associated who know me for long
keeping telling me that I haven't
changed at all and that I should
always be the same. And yes I really
love the fanbase that  I have
currently. I helps me feel responsible
and always helps me perform better.
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NATHANAELLE HOTTOIS HAINES 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Nathanaelle, 10 years fashion veteran started out as a designer with
her brand Nathanaelle Couture. Winner of the LA Fashion Week
Award, she realized how difficult it was for emerging designers to
break into the Industry in the Fashion Capital, Paris. She wanted to
built a platform on which her fellow artists had the opportunity to
show case their creations. She took it upon herself and founded
Fashion Week Studio, to produce lavish shows during Fashion Week. 

AMÉLIE PIMONT
A Parisian living in Los Angeles, with over 15 years of experience

in the film industry. She is proud to be apart of the Fashion Week
Studio team and is overjoyed to use her expertise in the world of
production to create spectacular events for Fashion Week Studio.

PRODUCTION DIRECTOR

MARINE RAMELLI
EVENT DIRECTOR
The casting queen, born and raised in Paris. The daughter of famed
photographer Serge Ramelli. She has produced lavish fashion shows
for over 25 Fashion Houses during Fashion Week. Marine is driven by
her love for the ART’s and as the event director for Fashion Week
Studio, she is inspired to create a platform on which Designers can
become renowned.  

TRISTA TRIPP 
CREATIVE DIRECTOR 

Luxury brand manager, born and raised in California. She started
out as a stylist dressing celebrities for major red carpet events
such as the Oscars. She is proud to be the creative director for
Fashion Week Studio. A team she feels blessed to be apart of.

Full of like minded strong women who are making their mark in
the world of fashion.

PILLARS OF PARIS FASHION WEEK  

DÉ MODÉ | SEP-OCT 2018 10 PARIS FASHION WEEK 



PARIS FASHION WEEK'SS19 

ISABELL KRISTENSEN 

FASHION DESIGNER | LONDON, UK 

Danish-born designer Isabell Kristensen,
whose clientele include Nicole Kidman, Kate
Winslet, and Katy Perry, unveiled her new
collection “Gardens of Babylon” Tuesday night
to a starstruck crowd. Inspired by the most
revered of the 7 wonders of the ancient
world, the  Hanging Gardens of Babylon once
stood as the epitome of beauty in Hellenic
culture, now celebrated through House of
Kristensen's collection as a tribute to this
magnificent world.

All garments for the collection were produced
in London and Monaco ateliers where House
of Kristensen's boutiques are located. The
designs are a  mix of fabulous evening dresses,
ball gowns, evening women’s suits, and cocktail
dresses that are perfect to wear to any formal
event. The mix of colours utilized are to die for
and each piece is so elegant that they are
a masterpiece in their own right.

Opera singer Sarah Shields mesmerized the
audience not once, but twice - for the
opening of the show and to close the night
during the  Private Isabell Kristensen
collection which was icing on the cake at
Opening Day.
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PARIS FASHION WEEK'SS19 

VANESSA GOUNDEN 

FASHION DESIGNER | LONDON, UK 

Born and raised in the era of apartheid in South
Africa, Vanessa’s early upbringing & experiences
in the townships made her determined to break
through the glass ceiling. Her hard work and
determination paid off and she went on to gain
a university degree and become a successful
entrepreneur in post-apartheid SA. Hardship
and segregation have had a lasting impression
on Vanessa, moving her to serve under Nelson
Mandela, helping to build a new South Africa
following the first democratic elections in 1994.

South African creator, whose hard work and all  
of her collections are handcrafted in the finest
luxurious fabrics and her signature style
combines bold prints and patterns with
innovative tailoring techniques, such as 3D
layering. In her new collection, Vanessa wanted
to emphasize the importance of each detail to
make an overall impression, and that she did
through hand-painted buttons, beading and
embroidery. The collection features women
silhouettes, a rich colour palette, and a vivid
dialogue between contemporary prints and floral
patterns. Her dresses are one of the best
examples of how to underline bespoke
individuality by centring around the narrative
beauty created on garments.
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PARIS FASHION WEEK'SS19 

SI.SE.SA. BY MERRY PRAMANO 

FASHION DESIGNER | JAKARTA, INDONESIA 

A collaboration between Muslim designer Merry
Pramano and her three daughters Siriz, Senaz and
Sansa, graced the runway on Tuesday with their
angelic new collection of Syar’i Muslim wear for
women. These mainly consist of loose-fitted, long
dresses for women and khimar— long head-
coverings that extend to, and also covers, the
chest and derriere areas of women, in line with the
stipulations of the Koran.

PARIS FASHION WEEK

Hijab is the dress that covers the adornment of the
Muslim woman, on one condition that it won’t be
adornment by itself. In other words, the Islamic
definition of hijab is the dress that covers
whatever might arouse instincts. Hijab is not as
old-fashioned as some might claim. On the
contrary, a Muslim woman needs to be careful of
her appearance. She needs not only to be neat but
very well dressed too. Hijab, or veil, takes the
centre stage whenever there is a battle between
truth and falsehood. It has always been a sensitive
issue so the designs made are according to the
need.  

SI.SE.SA has mind-blowing collections of hijab in
different fabrics and eye-catching colours. 
The collections are stylish yet modest and at a
reasonable price. Do find out her collections on
her marketplace & make yourself feel different.  

13DÉ MODÉ | SEP-OCT 2018 



PARIS FASHION WEEK'SS19 

SHIH YULIN 

FASHION DESIGNER | CHINA 

Shih’s pieces are certainly
diverse due to his use of
three-dimensional and
asymmetrical parts with
bright shapes and colours.
The amount of hours and
sweat that must have gone
into each piece is a
testament to the dedication
he has towards his art. It
was difficult to find a guest
who was not completely
sucked into the cutting
edge display that occurred
during his presentation.
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PARIS FASHION WEEK'SS19 

SARA ONSI 

FASHION DESIGNER | EGYPT 

The show began with incredible Egyptian Designer
Sara Onsi who debuted her new collection of
stunning gowns. Each design was more elegant
and jaw-dropping than the last,  each piece
so meticulously detailed and carefully crafted
that it appeared as if they were handmade for
each model. It was apparent that this collection
was made for strong women who will not be lost in
a crowd, just like the designer. The cut of the
designs was clearly made with the intention to
highlight the natural shape of the women wearing
them, and the adornments included handmade
embroidery, lace and cutouts carefully crafted to
achieve a strong silhouette. We are sure that this
is only the beginning for Sara Onsi and that there
are many more years of wonder to come. She has
many plans for the next years. We'll show you her
journey in our upcoming editions.  

Started her fashion career 4 years ago where she
started developing bridal gowns designs following
her fashion design diploma. Soon after, she took
the step of working on her first collection to
showcase her creations. Her collection marked the
beginning of Atelier Sara Onsi which is no a high-
end Egyptian Brand taking pride in refined
craftsmanship, aiming to garner praise in timeless
and modern elegance.
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PARIS FASHION WEEK'SS19 

GLAUDI BY JOHANA HERNANDEZ 

FASHION DESIGNER | LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

At the closing of the Couture Show, the public was
blinded by a shining GLAUDI collection. The line is
specifically geared towards figure-flattering
designs, which are the perfect choice for walking
down the aisle as well as formal and red carpet
events. Glaudi dresses are a perfect unity of
fashion, beauty, sophistication and sexiness, which
made every woman’s and man’s heart during the
show beat faster.  

A haute couture designer specializing in
empowering women of all shapes and sizes with
bold, elegant styles. Made in the cosmopolitan city
of angels, Los Angeles, celebrity designer Johana
Hernandez specializes in haute couture dresses
and bridal speaking to the heart of the modern
woman. GLAUDI couture house provides a luxury
experience favourite among celebrities such as
Gina Rodriguez, Nichole Richie, Gloria Trevi, Lucero
and many more.  
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She now reflects her passion in each gown made
to your measurements and custom designs
making you fashionably unforgettable. She is also
a fashion critic for the hottest Red carpet events in
LA such as Emmys, Oscars, Grammys on Univision,
Telemundo & many more networks Johana is now
starring as a designer judge on The Fashion Hero.



PARIS FASHION WEEK'SS19 

SAMUEL KAISER 

FASHION DESIGNER | LONDON, UK 

A creative and innovative fashion designer with
good technical skills such as pattern cutting,
drawing and sewing. Always developing thoughtful
ways of solving problems. He works with a wide
range of reusable materials inline with the concept
of waste minimization and pollution prevention.  

Samuel Kaiser started the show and piqued the
curiosity of every audience member in
attendance. It is one thing for a designer to make
his vision a reality in physical form but to do so
while staying within the boundaries of waste
minimization and pollution prevention is another
thing entirely. Samuel prides himself on his ability
to make his pieces technically perfect and yet with
reusable materials. Through his designs, one can
witness his seemingly limitless imagination, which
puts him at the forefront of the outer realms
of fashion.   

“My mission as a dressmaker is to create beautiful
art and fashionable outfits that defy their source.
I evoke beauty and sculptural qualities out of
chaotic conditions. My targeted audience is the
eco-friendly people living a ‘Zero waste’ lifestyle.” 
                                                          -  Samuel Kaiser
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He launched Gveny limited in January 2018.



PARIS FASHION WEEK'SS19 

RATU ANITA SOVIAH 

FASHION DESIGNER |PALEMBANG 

An astonishing fashion designer, born in Jakarta
and married to the Sultan of Palembang, the owner
of the Lantern Boutique was added on Jl. Bedil No
761 Sekip Ujung Palembang, he also has Minang
descendants. Ratu claimed to design her own
clothes for her husband and extended family.
Usually, most of the design themes are glamorous
party clothes. Her clothing collection consists of
soil colour and modification of plain colours with
traditional Palembang fabrics. She has a dream of
a fashion parade around Islamic countries such as
Brunei, Malaysia and others.

She presented a collection of Muslim clothing
that adopts ethnic themes with traditional and
modern designs that are up to date, made of
typical Palembang woven fabrics, including
Jumputan fabrics, Palembang Batik written fabrics,
Songket fabrics and Blongsong fabrics. Ratu
specifically chose these fabrics as they are unique
materials and lend towards her goal to provide
a solution to the fashion needs of the ethnic
Muslim that abides by cultural values and
yet expands the choices available to women so
that they can express their individuality. Bringing
the vulnerable ethics of Muslim culture, she
presented some of her most astonishing designs
at Paris Fashion Week SS19.  
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PARIS FASHION WEEK'SS19 

PAULINA CAÑAS 

FASHION DESIGNER | CHILE 

Paulina Cañas is a Chilean designer with over 30
years of experience in the world of design and
has been selling her products throughout Chile
for over 10 years. Her line is extremely feminine
and expresses the sensuality and beauty of
women everywhere. The models on this catwalk
wear gorgeously delicate designs, enveloped by
the energy and brightness of color as the vital
expression of the female form.

she provided the finishing touches on an already
outstanding showcase. Paulina creates handmade
leather pieces in Argentina, Chile, and Latin
America. Her designs invite women to experience
the pleasure of being in touch with their
femininity, sensuality and natural beauty.
Moreover, Paulina has an incredible taste and
talent for combining intense colours with
different textures,  including authentic goat,
sheep and bovine leather.   
By the end of the presentation, there was no 
doubt in the audience’s minds that her bright
colours could easily be used in both casual and
upscale settings. Red,  yellow, and orange - a
winning palette which caught the attention of the
Fashionistas, Influencers and Fashion
Professionals in attendance!                
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PARIS FASHION WEEK'SS19 

NILA BAHARUDDIN 

FASHION DESIGNER | INDONESIA 

Founded in 2006, she initially focused more on
Knick knacks, accessories and ethnic fashion.  
In the past few years, she is interested in Muslim
fashion because of her passion and love in
colouring the Muslim Fashion scene. 
After the hard work, ordeal and not to mention
of hardship, and tough time, she finally made her
debut to be performed in one of a prestigious
fashion show in Paris.

The excitement continued with Designer Nila
Baharuddin and her new collection inspired by
The Garden of Eden. Her use of precious fabrics
such as silk, chiffon, and satin creates eye-
catching while reverent dresses and veils.  
Her timeless designs are carefully crafted with
selected fabric, which transforms a simple
design into a glamorous and elegant look.   
Every collection was estimated by the singularity
of design, pattern, fabrics selection,
manufacturing quality, probable demand for its
fashion products, good timing for both
Indonesian and World markets, and the
collection’s integrity.
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MIRIAM BUDET 

FASHION DESIGNER | PUERTO RICO 

When I started my high school, I had the
opportunity to go to a specialized art school that
had a fashion program, at this point that little
girl that played with her grandma's fabrics had
become a girl that enjoyed mixing and matching
outfits and accessories giving traditional or more
structured looks a more edgy twist and began
cultivating that passion for fashion; so I
specialized in the fashion program offered by my
high school. Since that point in time, I knew this
talent and passion was put in my hands by God
and felt the desire to make a career in it.
                                                           - Said Miriam
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The  Award-Winning  Designer  Miriam Budet
produced not only an incredible Ready-to-Wear
line this season, but also debuted a breathtaking
Couture collection for the first time in Paris.  Each
piece was expertly crafted to be elegant and
feminine while at the same time edgy and
relaxed -  the essence of her brand staying fully
intact. Black, white, cream and stripes dominated
the runway, accompanied by carefully selected
pops of colour. Miriam Budet was the first Puerto
Rican  Designer to present at  Paris  Fashion Week
and it is certain she won’t be stopping anytime
soon.



PARIS FASHION WEEK'SS19 

MELIA WIJAYA 

FASHION DESIGNER | INDONESIA 

Indonesian  Designer, Melia Wijaya presented
her newest couture gown collection at Paris
Fashion Week SS19. Every season Melia
releases something that breaks the mould of
Couture and this year was no different. Her
gowns were detailed and unique in their
own way, between the embroidering and the
deep colours these dresses are like none other.
Different selections of fabric were masterfully
layered onto each other, a talent of Melia ’s
that not surprising due to her many years
of excellence and education at ESMOD in
Paris.   

Started her fashion career from 1999. After
she was graduated from ESMOD, Paris, she
was hired to teach at ESMOD Jakarta as a
sewing teacher (2000). She began her career
with her own label to receive a made to order
"MELIA WIJAYA FASHION DESIGNER". In 2007,
she joined the Fashion Designer Indonesia East
Java sector. She often follows fashion show
activities held such JFF APPMI, JFW, IFW,
Surabaya Fashion Parade, Batik Fashion
Parade which held in Surabaya. She also joined
as an exhibitor in Hongkong Fashion Week. In
2010 she opened MELIA WIJAYA BOUTIQUE on
THE CATWALK Fashion and gallery.  
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MAISON LOUELLA 

FASHION DESIGNER | CALIFORNIA 

The fourth designer of the evening quite literally
starstruck guests with her incredible jewellery
line. Inspired by the meaning of Louella
as "beautiful warrior”,  the founder Joanne had
the vision to introduce the trendy fine
jewellery line expressing the natural beauty
of the modern woman. It's the ability to make
beautiful things that reflect the beauty of the
individual. 
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Based in Newport Beach, California, USA and
currently there are 2 private showrooms in West
Hollywood, California and Seoul, Korea.

Usually, people can wear the same clothes,
same handbags, and same shoes, but you can
choose your own jewellery to reflect your inner
beauty and wear them differently. She believes
that expresses who you really are and shows
your real identity as a woman and all woman
desire to stay beautiful, unique, and confident.”
 said Joanne with passion in her eyes. Maison
Louella's designs and products feature artisan
craftsmanship mixed with a selected collection
of pearls, precious stones, gemstones, and
precious metals -  a winning combination that
left the guests yearning for more.
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LIA AFIF 

FASHION DESIGNER | INDONESIA 

started her career in fashion since 2003, a few
months after graduating from the Department  
of Architecture, Surabaya Institute of Technology
(ITS). Initially graduating from college she worked
as an architect in a contracting company but
after two years Lia felt bored because the order
of the picture of the building she received was
just like that. She considers it less varied. Lia then
left the job and wanted to change her profession
by taking courses in Fashion design.  

In the fashion industry, she is well-known for her
unique and carefully crafted head-wear designs,
which were aplenty during her show at Paris
Fashion Week. She has adopted a motto
of “Dressing up attractively, Smile mindfully” and
that showed throughout the collection with the
beautifully hand-selected fabrics that layered
perfectly. Lia Afif’s collection isn’t just another
dress, but a work of art you can wear.
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At the beginning of her career, Lia designed
general clothing, not specifically the Muslim
clothing. In Muslim clothing, the design usually
mixes with embroidery, which is quite different
from general clothing. But after coming out as a
fashion entrepreneur, she immediately stepped
into designing Muslim clothing.
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KENTARO KAMEYAMA 

FASHION DESIGNER | LA, CALIFORNIA 
A 38-year-old designer based in Los Angeles,
California, studied at FCI in downtown LA. He is an
astonishing fashion designer and classical pianist.
His aesthetic is influenced by his Japanese culture
and is minimalistic, simple and poetic. Kentaro is
the season 16 winner of the Emmy winning
television series Project Runway. His creative
energy seemingly knows no bounds, and it’s one
of the reasons that his fans have been drawn to
him and his designs all season long.

In the Avant-Garde show, guests had the pleasure
of seeing the latest from trendsetter and winner of
 Project Runway season 16, Kentaro Kameyama.
His collection continued to push the boundaries of
Avant-Garde with his whimsically refreshing pieces
and bathing suits that are sure to be the talk of
Spring/Summer  2019.  
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JENY TJAHYAWATI 

FASHION DESIGNER | INDONESIA 

A renowned celebrity award-winning designer in
the fashion industry focusing mainly on Moslem
fashion. She is graduated from ASRIDE ISWI
Jakarta majoring in Fashion Design as the best
graduate, her signatures are modern and
progressive, making her work look stylish, unique
and fresh. Jeny’s passion for fashion is getting
bigger, as she continues to utilise the skills she
picked up during her Bachelor Degree studies in
Fashion Design at IKJ, Jakarta. She started her
journey in the fashion industry by producing her
first line fashion brand ‘Jeny Tjahyawati’ and
‘Ethnicant’ for ready to wear label In recent years
The Muslim fashion industry has become one of
the leading trend-setting sectors. Based in
Indonesia Jeny has contributed to the rise of
Muslim fashion which has now become an
integral role in the Indonesian Fashion World
making her collection one of the leading brands
in the Indonesian Industry.

The show began with Award-Winning Designer
Jeny Tjahyawati who contributed to the rise of
Muslim fashion by taking an essential role in
the Indonesian  Fashion World.  Jeny ’s collection
wowed guests with their intense colours and
detail. The distinctive patterns and embroidering
left the guests in awe.  
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FRANCISCO SAEZ 

FASHION DESIGNER | SPAIN 

An inspiring designer of 25
years from Madrid, Spain.
Some of the looks
presented were specifically
designed for the event,
which included transparent
textiles, light colour 
palettes, shiny pebbles,  
and light feathers to give  
an image of elegance,
purity and innocence. 
It is very apparent in his
work that Francisco’s
designs exhude his love
of detail, simple elegance
and  modern glamour.  
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He has received
several awards,
including the gold
thimble and the
medal of merit
European Working
for his career and
contribution to
the world of
fashion. His
pieces have also
been proudly
worn by actresses
like Estefania
Martinez.
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Rajive Anand, creator of
“LASERMAN™, a first generation
Indian-American, was born and
raised in New York City. He is a
graduate of the prestigious Rhode
Island School of Design, and has
been teaching art at a high school
in the Bronx, a New York borough,
for twenty years. I recently met up
with Rajive in Bangkok, during the
last leg of his world tour to
promote his upcoming super hero
comic book, LASERMAN™.
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BY JOHN STILES

Anand gives back to the culture
by teaching the skills he has
learned on his personal artistic
journey to students of all ages.
 Anand has lectured and worked
with traditional artists all over the
world.

In between East and West,
Anand strives to create a fusion
of cultures within his paintings,
sculptures, digital art, collage,
and drawing, integrating
aspects of his Indian heritage
with his American sensibilities.

BUY A COPY OF LASERMAN
COMIC ON
WWW.LASERMANCOMICS.COM 

T

M



I was born in New York. My
father was born in India and
emigrated to the United States
in 1965. He met my mother,
who was born in America to
parents from Ukraine and
Poland. So, I grew up with a
biracial identity, way before it
was a common thing to talk
about in America. I see myself
as a pioneer on this. I created
Laserman, the world’s first
Indian-American super hero, in
1985.

I N T E R V I E W  H I G H L I G H T S  
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Q: TELL US A LITTLE BIT ABOUT
YOUR BACKGROUND.

I don’t want this to be a
political statement, but there
are so many things happening
today, especially in America
that he speaks to. Laserman
loves liberty for everyone
regardless of race, creed,
cultural identity or sexual
orientation. Picasso said that
the artist’s whole life and goal
is to paint like a child because
it communicates things on a
visceral, very down to Earth
level. Although I have added
more depth to the story, it is
basically the same as I
envisioned it at age ten.

Yes, every super hero has some
classic shot with a piece of
architecture: Spiderman has
the Chrysler Building, and
Superman has the Daily Planet,
so since Laserman is light, of
course he has to be on the
Statue of Liberty.

This comes from the
international warning sign
about lasers, but in yellow and
black. There are very few super
heroes who use the colors black
and yellow. Super heroes have
primary colors. Laserman’s skin
is blue, his dot is red, and his  

Laserman is a teenager, William
Khan, a Muslim. I kept this
identity for the character, and
while it was created before the
first World Trade Center
bombing in 1993, I didn’t want
to change it. It is a matter of  

Q: WHO IS LASERMAN AND
WHAT DOES HE REPRESENT?

I NOTICE ON THE COMIC THAT
LASERMAN IS STANDING IN
THE TORCH OF THE STATUE OF
LIBERTY. WHY THIS? 

Q: HOW DID LASERMAN™ COME
ABOUT?

When I was ten years old, it was
a dream of mine to become a
comic book artist. I finished the
first comic book of Laserman
when I was twelve, and went to
my first “Comic-Con,” an
international comic book
convention. There I met my
hero, Will Eisner, an early comic
book pioneer in America, known
as the “champion of the graphic
novel.” He believed that comic
books could be a form of
entertainment and a
communicative tool for
intelligent adults using words
and pictures. There is nothing
ironic or sarcastic about what I
am doing. I feel I have a great
responsibility to create this
character, Laserman, for kids
who are growing up like I was at
the time. Because I looked at all
those cool super heroes,
Spiderman, Batman, Superman,  

but realized that none of them
looked like me, or reflected me.
Here it is 2018 and the world
needs its first Indian-American
super hero more than ever.
When I was 15, I was tired of
the epithets and racism
directed toward me, so I went
to New Zealand as an exchange
student. While there, I had a
life changing experience. I
believe in Joseph Campbell’s
idea of a hero’s journey: that as
a traveler, you have to take
something back with you. So
that’s what I am doing with this
character.

Q: WHAT IS LASERMAN’S
SECRET IDENTITY?

sticking to my belief in the
character that I had in 1985.

DOES LASERMAN HAVE RULES?
WHAT PARAMETERS DOES HE
HAVE WHEN PROTECTING
PEOPLE?

The rules that he has are ones
that come from his own ethics.
He has to learn some things
without his parents, which, by
the way is a spoiler alert for
readers. This is common for a
lot of super heroes. They have
to learn as they grow, and do
things on their own. He stands
up against any kind of
oppression. He now knows the
awesome power of his laser, so
with his altruistic nature, he
has to restrain himself.

WHAT IS THE SYMBOLISM OF
THE ROBE DESIGN?



sunburst design is yellow. The
main sunburst on his chest
aligns with the heart chakra. A
team of four men made this
suit. The process is known as
“Zardozi” from Lucknow in Uttar
Pradesh in northern India
where my father is from. It was
the seat of Muslim culture in
India. This suit is a traditional
wedding robe called a
“Sherwani” and the sewing is a
technique from the 13th
century, where the thread is
wrapped in real gold and has
tiny glass beads that reflect
light. As a fine artist, I use
symbols to express messages.
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Q: HOW ARE YOUR
EXPERIENCES EXPRESSED IN
YOUR WORK?

That’s an interesting question. I
feel a sense of belonging now,
but it’s taken me some time to
get to that point. I first visited
India at age seventeen, during
the time of the first gulf war,
and then after receiving my
MFA I was a Fulbright scholar in
India. When I was growing up
in America, I wasn’t seen as
American enough. Then, when I
went to India, I wasn’t Indian
enough. I’ve always been in this
in-between place. At a young
age, I found it difficult to
navigate this ocean of cultural
difference, but as I made
successive journeys back and
forth from New York to India,
and most specifically after my
Fulbright year in India, I
became adept at incorporating
aspects of both cultures within
myself.

I’m currently looking for a
publisher in New York, but I
would love for my book to also
be available in India; perhaps
someone reading this article
will know of a way to do that!  

Oh, they love him! In twenty
years, I have had several what I
call “super star” students. Some
have graduated, some haven’t.
Three years ago, three of my
former students started a comic
book store, New York Collector
Cave in the Bronx. Naturally, I
am their local neighborhood
super hero mascot. I am
currently making a five-foot tall
sculpture of Laserman, which
will be in the store’s front
window.

Q: HOW DO YOU FEEL WHEN
YOU ARE IN INDIA?

LASERMAN IS OBVIOUSLY
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL.

I was educated as a painter, and
my works tell a story. In fact, the
monster on the cover of the
comic is from a tangka painting
that my parents had: they were
students of Buddhism. I love the
fusion of Buddhist and Hindu
culture, particularly in Nepal. In
my art, I try to give that cultural
fusion a voice to reflect what is
happening all over the world
now. It isn’t a great stretch for
me to walk around with a
Laserman suit on, because it is
an expression of who I am, a
former kid who looked different
from everyone else, and who
had a different sounding name.
I can’t hide, no matter where I
go, so I embrace that
multicultural identity. Laserman
represents light, liberty and
brightness: he doesn’t hide and
skulk in the shadows. He’s a
natural extension of my inner
self. I am a Buddhist, so I
believe in enlightenment, and
Laserman is all about
enlightenment. I am a pacifist,
which is interesting, as
Laserman has to defend people,
sometimes with force. When I
was very young, I was greatly  

influenced by my maternal
grandparents who had “old
school” values built during the
Great Depression. In fact, my
grandfather was a New York
Daily News golden gloves
heavyweight champion in
1931. It’s very similar to the
atmosphere of many great
super heroes like Superman
and Captain America.

Q: HOW DO YOUR STUDENTS
FEEL ABOUT LASERMAN?

Yes, like me, he is from New
York City, from Jackson Heights
in Queens, the most diverse
city in the world. Laserman has
a similar history as mine, in
which kids made fun of him,
called him “dot head” but the
dot is the center of his power,
the sixth chakra, the “third
eye,” one of the energy centers
of the body. It’s where he gets
his power. He is known as New
York’s “brightest,” not just
because of his laser energy, but
because he stands for the
students who overcome being
bullied and embrace diversity,
like I did, and many of my
students do. There’s definitely
enjoyment and pure love I have
for the comic medium. What I
want is for us--people who are
outside of the mainstream--to
have a voice. It’s who I am.
Some people may think that
makes me naïve, but I don’t
think so. I’ve seen enough of
the world to know what it is
really like.

Q: WHEN WILL THE COMIC
BOOK BE RELEASED?

It will be released on October
first, which is my birthday. New
York Collector Cave will be
distributing it worldwide, as will
comic book shops in London
and Amsterdam. Information
can be found on my web site,
lasermancomics.com. On
October 4 Comic-Con
convenes, and that is when I
will release it to the world.

Q: HAVE YOU GIVEN ANY
THOUGHT ABOUT HAVING IT
RELEASED IN INDIA?



T R A V E L  M A K E S  O N E  M O D E S T .  Y O U  
S E E  W H A T  A  T I N Y  P L A C E  Y O U  

O C C U P Y  I N  T H E  W O R L D .

G U S T A V E  F L A U B E R T

S A O  P A U L O  / /  B R A Z I L
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Born in Faizabad, Ayodhya (INDIA) & brought up at
Nautanwa, Gorakhpur. Having his mother Mrs Atvari
Devi and father Mr Faujdar Prasad, he believes would
never become an author. It is said that no pain no gain
but what he has experienced is only gaining, however,
he lost a lot but have gained as well and unexpected
from what he'd lost. It was very difficult for him to
balance his professional and personal life when he
thought to write his book. He decided that each day he
will write 2-3 pages for his book. On holidays, at early
morning, at late night, at the park, whenever he got
time, he wrote. Not satisfied with current writing, he
resigned from his job and started writing more. This
was the time when he wanted to complete it and
get it published. He wanted to get it done. 

SATISH

ANAND

AUTHOR OF 
CIRCUMSTANCES GREW HIM UP 

CIRCUMSTANCES GREW HIM UP - In this book,
you'll find Pushpraj struggling for his family and
love life & how he overcomes the unfavourable
circumstances strongly coming his way. He faces
discriminations only because he comes from a
family which does not have the status that of
others. In real life scenarios when people fall we
rarely see them picking themselves up, moving
ahead to create a success story. So determina- 
-tion leads to SUCCESS and that is what Satish
B3 Anand’s book talks about. 

TALKING ABOUT THE BOOK 
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He is invited to deliver motivational talks at
different govt. and non-govt. universities,
colleges and schools, for which he doesn't
charge a penny. Presently he has delivered
speeches in 50+ institutions across India, Nepal
and Bhutan. He was honoured and recognized
by the publishing house as INTERNATIONAL
AUTHOR. In real life, he has justified the saying
WHERE THERE IS A WILL THERE IS SUCCESS.

Published by Partridge India,
on 19th October 2016, read

how to act strongly and be the
REAL YOU

WITHIN A MONTH OF HIS RESIGNATION, HE
COMPLETED "CIRCUMSTANCES GREW HIM UP" AND GOT
IT PUBLISHED WORLDWIDE ON 19TH OCT 2016.

While interviewing Satish, he also mentioned that his
manuscript was rejected 19 times but he didn't give up
as it was his strong desire to get it published, putting
all efforts, he finally did it. He made his book available
on all book stand & online marketplaces like Amazon,
Flipkart & 1000+ selling channels worldwide. 

B3
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INTERVIEW HIGHLIGHTS 

Q: When did you first realize
you wanted to be a writer?

When i came to know that i have
been through very hard times
and my way of fight with the
struggles could be an example
for others to fight with theirs.
Then i thought to pen down and
realized that I wanted to be a
writer.

of hours of my time and lose
money. And then once the book
is on bookshelves typically, you
will have to wait for months
after an actual book sale before
you will receive your payment
for that sale. I still shake my
head at this one. Why does the
publishing industry get away
with such an outmoded practice
in this smarter century?

My writing kryptonite is that I
never find my content to be
impressive. As writers, we
often feel insecure. We think
we are not good enough. We
always look forward for that
what we can do to make our
content better, more valuable,
and more extensive. We want
to write THE definitive
attendant. The task of a writer
is to communicate a message
and inspire a reader.Q: What literary pilgrimages

have you gone on?

I have gone to many in India and
Nepal but I wasn’t a writer at
that time but now I understand
that literary pilgrimages are a
way in which one can connect
with a favourite writer or book
and they make for great
concepts around which to base
your travels. I hope to have
many more literary pilgrimages
in my future travels. Some of my
future literary pilgrimage
destinations include: Banaras
(Varanasi), Ayodhya, Maghar and
Kailash Mansarovar.

Q: What is the most unethical
practice in the publishing
industry?

The unethical practice in
publishing industry that I
observed is as many small-time
authors and self-publishers
have discovered the hard way,
the traditional book publishing
model is loaded with
predicaments that conspire
against an individual
author/publisher making a
decent living from their work. I
have plenty of personal
experience with this highly
dysfunctional conventional
publishing model; one that has
caused me to waste hundreds  

Q: Does writing energize or
exhaust you?
Of course writing energizes me
whenever i feel like sharing my
emotions i write it down.

Q: What are common traps
for aspiring writers?

It is really important to have
read few works of authors who
came before you. Haste makes
waste so you must slow down
and focus on your work post
reading few books. It is all about
being meticulous and sanguine
for your work. But most of all
pitch in to what pulled you to
writing in the first place. Because
there’s going to come a moment
when everything is going to
vanish and when everything
goes away - all you have is your
truth. Somebody has said “You
don't have to do everything
exceptionally well. But you have
to do one thing exceptionally
well and original at least”.

Q: Does a big ego help or
hurt writers?

Yes! It does both. But one thing
is obvious that as an author you
pen down your emotion in both
the cases. This is how I do. I just
pen down. If my Ego is hurt I get
to write a better content.

Q: What is your writing
Kryptonite?

Q: Have you ever gotten
reader’s block?
No I have never gotten readers
block.

Q: Did you ever consider
writing under a pseudonym?

I never considered writing
under a pseudonym because
as a writer I want to make a
name for myself. However as if
now, my name isn’t the one I
was born with. So, I would like
a name that reflects my inner
self.

Q: Do you try more to be
original or to deliver to
readers what they want?

I write whatever i have
experienced and learned from
my life so being original is my
writing content.

Q: Do you think someone
could be a writer if they
don’t feel emotions strongly?

No, because you will get
readers attention only when
they will feel your words. 

Want to know more about
Author Satish Anand writings?
Read the full interview on
www.deltaaegis.com today. 



Born in the city of Joy, Kolkata, India, considers herself
as a budding writer. She left her business to pursue her
childhood passion of writing in 2013. Love of reading
and writing was passed on to her by her mother. She
was and is a regular reader of magazines and short
stories. She also wrote but it was only her who had the
privilege to enjoy them. She grew up enjoying all that
Enid Blyton wrote and Agatha Christie penned.
However, short stories by O. Henry, Roald Dahl and
alike intrigued her to write some of her own. Although,
neither could she complete any of them nor did she
show them to anyone. The smell of new land and
books kept her motivated.

In her book, an inner pilgrimage runs parallel to
the outer sojourn that ultimately leads us to our

higher self. However, for this journey to take
place, we must first allow ourselves to hit the

road to nowhere.  

NITA

BA JOR I A

AUTHOR OF 
THE LEAP 

The Leap, is a contemporary science fiction. Set
in the present time, with many flashbacks, the
story is told in the context of The Red Planet
Project, a private non-profit venture to establish
a permanent settlement on Mars. The Leap is at
once a character-driven story primarily of the
settler candidates, through their personal
histories and interactions with each other and
their families. The newest entry in the library of
science fiction novels about Mars written over
the last century and a quarter is different from
the usual gadget-driven or pure fantasy fare. In
here the characters are real, fully developed
human beings with all the complexities and
contradictions that accompany their humanity.
Through them, the author explores some
significant questions about the mysteries of life.
If this book has developed the curiosity in you, 
get a copy from the marketplace below: 

TALKING ABOUT THE BOOK 

Decades passed. she continued reading, leaving her
pens behind. But deep inside her, she knew that she
would restart writing one day, for sure. She sometimes
felt restless. It was difficult. Leaving a business that I
had built with my hard work of so many years wasn’t
easy. But then the tipping point came and her calling
had the final say. She left the business and dedicated
herself to the passion that she wanted to pursue long.
And now after four cycles of seasons, she stands here
with a dozen short stories, few travel stories and her
first novel, The Leap. As I look back, I feel a profound
sense of contentment.  
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INTERVIEW HIGHLIGHTS 

Q: When did you first realize
you wanted to be a writer?

Probably the moment I read the
first book that I enjoyed reading. I
remember growing up reading
Enid Blyton and other local
children magazines. And each
time I came across an enthralling
story, I would dream of writing
one such myself.

I now write more confidently
and regularly.

Q: What literary pilgrimages
have you gone on?
Two so far.

Q: What is the most unethical
practice in the publishing
industry?

I don’t yet know much about
this Industry yet. But I am
disappointed how vanity
publishing has changed things.
It has forced an author to
become a business person.
Apart from writing an author is
now supposed to be even
investing.

Q: Does writing energize or
exhaust you?

Reaching your dream goal in
this world takes a lot of time
and perseverance. Don’t lose
heart so soon and give up.

Q: What are common traps
for aspiring writers?

Ego always hurts.

Q: Does a big ego help or
hurt writers?

Two again.

Q: What is your writing
Kryptonite?

Q: Have you ever gotten
reader’s block?

Q: Did you ever consider
writing under a pseudonym?

I can only write whatever I
want to express.And I believe
that there are a section of
readers for each type of
writers.

Q: Do you try more to be
original or to deliver to
readers what they want?

Am yet to explore. But being
present consistently is
important. And getting
featured in elite lifestyle
magazines like DÉ MODÉ, no
doubt help a lot.

Q: Do you think someone
could be a writer if they
don’t feel emotions strongly?

Yes. Why not? There are
various topics that require a
less emotional and a more
practical mindset.

Want to know more about
Author Nita Bajoria writings?
Read the full interview on
www.deltaaegis.com today or
explore her amazing website  
www.nitatussiemussies.com

Oh Yes! But that’s all right. I used
get panicky at the beginning, but
now I try to read more and chill
during that period and soon it
vanishes.

Never. I am in Love with my
name.

Jane Austen’s house at
Chawton, a quinstessential
village in England. It was
pretty as a fairy house and
had vibes that inspired me to
write more.
Herman Hesse’s museum and
home at Lugano, Switzerland.
His novel “Siddhartha” is one
of my most favourite.

Writing has been a pillar of
strength for me. It gave me a
sense of purpose and never
fails to make me happy.

Editing: It gets so very boring
at times.
Marketing: I just hate it and
want to shout, I am a writer
for heaven’s sake.

Q: How did publishing your
first book change your
process of writing?

Q: How many unpublished
and half-finished books do
you have?

I have a collection of short
stories in my hand. Also, two
novellas on my editing desk.  
Q: What does literary
success look like to you?  
Dream come true.  

Q: What’s the best way to
market your books?

Q: What kind of research do
you do, and how long do you
spend researching before
beginning a book?  

Research is quite important to
make your stories believable
and relatable. Internet and
books help immensely. I spend
a lot of time doing my
homework, before, during and
even after finishing my first
draft. The ability to access
different views on a topic
rapidly can also help us refine
our own views. 



Born in Rourkela, Orissa (INDIA), Avishek grew up in
Bhubaneswar, Orissa. He studied in a missionary
school and kept himself indulged in competitive tennis
from a very young age. Through the sport, he travelled
across cities in the country and grew up appreciating
various cultures and perspectives. During his pre-high-
school years, he even suffered a stint in a Tennis
Academy in Chennai.

His book of 454 pages, Published by
CreateSpace Independent Publishing, 

is a perfect novel for readers looking for
some twist in romance & conspiracy.

AVISHEK

SAHU

AUTHOR OF 
FOR A PINT OF MOTHER'S MILK 

WHILE  WORKING IN ROURKELA, ORISSA
(INDIA)  AS  A  BUSINESS  PARTNER  OF  CL
EDUCATE  LTD,  HE WAS DABBLING WITH
WRITING SOMETHING TO SOOTHE HIS
SOUL WHEN HE BEGAN ON A JOURNEY
THAT CULMINATED IN  HIS  FIRST  NOVEL:  
"FOR  A PINT OF MOTHER’S MILK"

Victor Verghese grows up without his mother’s
love and spends the most part of his early life
subconsciously living the lack in his dealings with
the world. There is this irreparable void in his
psyche that he simply must fill, and when he
finds a girl—Sonal Dutta—who can do just that,
he is left with an ideal he must chase. Infused
with a new pulsating drive, he lands up in the
preeminent management institute in the country
only to end up in about of failed love and
general disillusionment. Interesting, isn't it?  
Get a copy from the marketplaces below: 

TALKING ABOUT THE BOOK After High-School, he graduated with Physics from BJB
College, Utkal University, Orissa, and then earned a
PGDM from S.P. Jain Institute of Management &
Research, Mumbai. Life after studies was never too
easy for a sensitive soul bought up with the
independence associated with the competitive sport.
He struggled to find succour in various areas of work,
and after years of seeking, embarked on a career in
education and training.
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He is currently working with Career Launcher and while
churning out blog posts regularly, he is also gearing up
to extend the story in his first novel into another two
volumes of a three-book series. He happily lives in
Bhubaneswar, Orissa with his wife, Anita and his dog,
Diesel secure with his parents close around him.
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INTERVIEW HIGHLIGHTS 

Q: When did you first realize
you wanted to be a writer?

It was sometime in 2014 when I
was seriously thinking of building
an alternate career looking to
build resources that my then
extant profession didn’t seem to
permit at the time. I had
demonstrated to self that I could
write well, through blogs and
social media posts in the past,
and realized that permitted a
fairly sure-shot attempt at
putting out a good piece that
could be potentially lucrative in
the free market.

reflected in standards of
occupation and employability.

or go about reading some nice
prose. I have always felt that
reading does an excellent job
at helping you overcome a
writer's block. But then you
are asking about a reader's
block! No, not really; I read
and understand whenever I
want to read and understand.

Q: What literary pilgrimages
have you gone on?
Well, looking at it practically, my
whole life has been a literary
pilgrimage; for almost every
aspect of it I pour out in
emotions in my writing. As a
young guy in competitive sports I
traveled across many parts of
India and had soon built an
arsenal of varied perspectives
that in the right mind I could
play around with to create effect
in a work of fiction.

Q: What is the most unethical
practice in the publishing
industry?

There is too much of lobbying
and a prevalent focus on
justifying publishing an author
on the basis of how mainstream
he or she already is. When
companies these days are
welcoming school dropouts to
contribute against standard pay,
there is no reason why
publishers and agents should
hanker after pedigreed degrees
and/or a mainstream
acceptance of social norms  

Q: Does writing energize or
exhaust you?

Oh, it energizes me
tremendously and sets my
mood up in a good way.
Basically, since writing
sensitizes me to my power as a
potential influencer, it always
works for that good old ego-
boost.

Q: What are common traps
for aspiring writers?
Writing for an audience or
writing for success. I think
writing comes out best when you
write more or less to first please
yourself.

Q: Does a big ego help or
hurt writers?
Ego, big or small, never hurts
unless it has gone rogue and
cannot be managed or
persuaded to see things right.
It’s escapism to blame the ego
for the training you failed to
provide it with.

Q: What is your writing
Kryptonite?

Q: Have you ever gotten
reader’s block?

Q: Did you ever consider
writing under a pseudonym?
I did actually. The book 'For a
Pint of Mother's Milk' is edgy
and I’d be lying if I said I never
feared it could ruffle some
feathers, somewhere. I tried
with the name 'Junaid Ibrahim’
once when I was trying to get
the manuscript through
mainstream publishing.

Q: Do you try more to be
original or to deliver to
readers what they want?
No, no, I write all original stuff
without any audience or
readers in mind. Basically I
write to impress myself hoping
of course that there’d be
others too who would be
impressed.

Q: Do you think someone
could be a writer if they
don’t feel emotions strongly?

That doesn’t make sense. You
could write well only if you
could make readers relate to
your characters and you can’t
do that if you don’t feel strong
emotions because people you
see, relate only through their
emotions.

Want to know more about
Author Avishek Sahu writings?
Read the full interview on
www.deltaaegis.com today. 

I read a lot. Growing up, I read a
lot of Reader's Digest and India
Today, along with a regular dose
of the news daily. In college I
read a lot of TIME magazine
which helped tremendously
with my prose; and later on I
read a lot of The Economist
which taught me a lot about
punctuation—an essential
factor in building good,
relatable fiction.  

Oh that happens. I either just
move on to do something else,



Deepak Menon is a poet and an author of books across
genres.

DEEPAK

MENON

AUTHOR OF SKYMERGE, SKYSPLITTER, 
SPACEVASION, PICKWICK'S PLAN & 
POET OF "ALL PURE - POEMS OF PASSION" 

TALKING ABOUT THE BOOKS 
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SCIENCE FICTION - Three epic READERS FAVORITE 5
STAR REVIEWED Science Fiction thrillers of interstellar
& interplanetary travel and adventure: 'SKYMERGE' and
'SKYSPLITTER', and SPACEVASION.

TALES & FABLES - Three 'Family Read Together' books
of tales in the series - Tales of the Booga Dooga Land.
His book "PICKWICK'S PLAN" of the 'Booga Dooga Land'
series was an award winner in The 2013 Readers
Favorite International Award Contest and was followed
by 'THE WORMUS' and then 'THE HORUS'.

POETRY: He has published 4 slim volumes of Classical
Structured Poetry: 

An illustrated volume of Quatrains - All Pure - Poems of
Passion - a Tribute to Omar Khayyam.
"What Worth my Tomorrows" a Volume of his longer
Structured Poems
A Lingering Fragrance - Reflections for the Thirsty Soul
is a slim volume of Poetry, Proverbs and a short story
The Tattered Pennant is his latest and 4th volume of
Longer Poems interspersed with 88 quatrains in
interludes of 3 quatrains each betwixt the longer poem.

SKYMERGE - succeeds in effectively delivering a
gripping adventure story based on hardcore
astrophysics and astronomy to the layman,
without straying too far into the realm of fantasy.

SKYSPLITTER - John Kriel, the indomitable hero
of 'Skymerge' arrives at his destination after a
decade-long voyage across the void of space, to
find that the Planet he had chosen as his
destination was habitable and already inhabited
by intelligent beings.

ALL PURE - is a book of finely structured verse.
The author was inspired by Gerald Fitzgerald, the
Englishman who was a scholar of Persian, and
the great Sufi Saint, Philosopher, Mathematician,
Omar Khayyam whose scattered quatrains were
collected by Fitzgerald, translated into English
and published in his immortal work " The
Rubiyyat of Omar Khayyam".

Get Deepak Menon's books today on 
w w w . l o v e l a u g h t e r . n e t
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INTERVIEW HIGHLIGHTS 

Q: When did you first realize
you wanted to be a writer?

I was fond of writing ever since I
was in school and won a best
essay award for writing an essay
on the author Rafael Sabatini.
Many years later, among other
scribbles here and there, I
created the stories of Pickwick, a
little Pixie to my little kids - every
now and then,  I would write a
bedtime story about Pickwick and
tell them the story before they
went to bed. They loved the
stories so much that they never
forgot them. And everything I
wrote remained stored carefully
by my wife over the years. I was a
senior Bank Officer when I finally
thought that with my children
safely launched into higher
education, and little likelihood of
any of us starving to death, it was
time to retire and start publishing
the work I had with me. In 2011, I
left my job and shortly after that
published my first book - "Tales
of the Booga Dooga Land -
Pickwick's Plan" which went on to
win a Readers Favorite award.

artist Julie Sneeden of South
Africa, who also paints all
illustrations and the covers of
my books.

breaking international authors
like Robin Gregory, Bianca
Gubalke and many more
among others.

Q: How long does it take you
to write a book?

I have no time frame or
deadlines. I write across genres
and I write when I feel like writing
so there are lots of differences in
the time I have taken to write my
books. 'Skymerge', a 1,12,000
word Sci Fi Epic of Interstellar
Travel and Adventure took
forever, while the second book
the 'Tales of the Booga Dooga
Land - The Wormus' was
completed in a few months
complete with the wonderful
illustrations painted in oils and
canvass for me by the famous  

Q: What would you say is
your interesting writing
quirk?

I don't think I have any quirks -
I have a very wide range of
interests and right now am
writing a 'Period Novel' based
on the events and life in 1971
in city of Bombay (now
renamed to Mumbai), India. I
am also writing another Sci Fi
Novel entirely different from
my other 3 Sci Fi Novels which
are between 80,000 words and
112,000 words.

Q: Where do you get your
information or ideas for your
books?

When an author starts with a
Fantasy Book, ideas suddenly
'Ploop' (not 'Plop') into his mind -
they are sent flying in the air by
a quaint fantasy creature - the
'Idearoolus Blick'. That's what
happened to me when I wrote
the 'Tales of the Booga Dooga
Land'.  
Poetry is a labour of love which
is what frequently happens to
me since I am always in love.  

Q: When did you write your
first book and how old were
you?

Q: What do you like to do
when you're not writing?

Q: What does your family
think of your writing?

Other than my son who has
read all the books I have
written, unfortunately the rest
of my family as well as friends
are trapped in the world of
'copy-paste-forward'

Q: What was one of the most
surprising things you
learned in creating your
books?

I learned that the human mind
is a bottomless well of
creativity and capable of
creating amazing worlds made
up of word bricks. I also
learned that people don't read
good books any longer - the
Silver Screen take up all their
time along with third rate
comment reading on the net in
hundreds of groups. They
don't even read the
newspapers any longer - one
of India's oldest newspapers
'The Deccan Chronicle' has just
put down its shutters. I believe
that children are allowed to
use multi-function calculators
and refer to the internet even
while appearing in exams'! So
what is the future of mankind?

Q: Do you try more to be
original or to deliver to
readers what they want?

Want to know more about
Author Deepak Menon writings?
Read the full interview on
www.deltaaegis.com today. When I am not writing I have

fun! Joking, communicating on
the net with great path  

I have written in bits and pieces
all my life - the relevant thing to
mention is that I published my
first book in 2012-1. Yes. Indeed. 



describes himself as a ‘cubicle dweller by day and
writer by night’ and is perhaps being understated on
both counts. As a ‘cubicle dweller’, he is an alumnus of
the prestigious Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad and has had a distinguished career of over
two decades in the corporate world. He began his
career in 1996 with Procter & Gamble, working there
for close to eighteen years in roles spanning Marketing
and General Management, starting in India and then
across the Asia Pacific region.

MAINAK

DHAR

AUTHOR OF 
SNIPER'S EYE & 03:02 

SNIPER'S EYE (ONE SHOT. ONE KILL) - In a
world where the young and poor kill and die in
conflicts started by the old and rich, the hero
and his unlikely companion finally discover the
thin line that separates a mere killer from a
hero. Get yourself a copy from the marketplaces
below & enjoy this thriller. 

TALKING ABOUT THE BOOK 

DÉ MODÉ | SEP-OCT 2018 42 BOOKS & AUTHORS 

In 2014, after spending fifteen years abroad, he
returned to India as the CEO and Managing Director of
the India operations of General Mills, a leading US
multinational with brands like Pillsbury, Haagen-Dazs
and Nature Valley in its portfolio. He now leads a
broader region for General Mills encompassing India,
Middle East and Africa. On the writing side, Mainak has
been a prolific writer with more than a dozen titles to
his credit, some of which have been bestsellers in India
and abroad. Highlights of his writing career include his
first published novel, The Funda of Mix-ology, a coming
of age story which became a national bestseller; the
Alice in Deadland series which became an Amazon.com
bestseller, momentarily making Mainak the #1  

bestselling horror author in the world on
Amazon, and has been optioned for film rights
by a major US studio and his recent novel 03:02,
which was a bestseller in India.

His books have been translated into Turkish,
Vietnamese, Japanese, French, German and
Portuguese, reaching millions of readers
worldwide. His most recent novel is a thriller,
Sniper’s Eye. Mainak lives in Mumbai with his
wife and their ten-year-old son and you can
learn more about him and contact him at
www.mainakdhar.com.

 Published by  4 Hours Press,
read about a sniper in the
middle of a Mumbai mall
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INTERVIEW HIGHLIGHTS 

Q: When did you first realize
you wanted to be a writer?

Ever since I was a child, I loved
storytelling- I had an imaginary
friend who sat next to me in class
and wrote a diary about how the
world ended and buried it in the
garden so that future historians
would find it! The immediate
spark for me taking the first real
step towards the dream of being
a writer was an interview of
Stephen King which I read when I
was eleven years old, and living in
Canada at that time. He had said
something to the effect that
anytime anyone paid you a penny
for your work, you were a
published author. I took some
poems I had written, stapled
them together with solutions to
the next term’s Maths textbook
(figuring nobody would want to
pay for my poems alone) and
sold them to my classmates at
fifty cents a copy. The $12.50 I
earned was my first ‘royalty’
payment! I published my first
‘real’ book in college, a book on
Economic History of India, and
the thrill of seeing my name in
print is something I still feel.

anyone. No matter what you do,
or how good you are, it’s always
good to be confident of your
abilities, but I also feel that
being humble and grounded are
always better than letting
success go to your head.

will sell. I write about themes
that I genuinely feel strongly
about.

It always energizes me!!

Q: Does writing energize or
exhaust you?

I have a very strong internal
locus of control. So, the only
person or thing that can come in
the way of my writing is me. As
long as I keep my passion alive
and keep at it, I’ll keep writing.

Q: What are common traps
for aspiring writers?

To try and double-guess what
will sell and write that versus
telling their own story with
themes that uniquely resonate
with them.

Q: Does a big ego help or
hurt writers?

I don’t believe in the concept of
writer’s block. I mean, I can’t one
day wake up and say I won’t go
to work because I have
‘executive’s block’ and I can’t tell
my son that I’ll ignore him
because I have ‘father’s block’. If
something is important to you
and you’re passionate about it,
you’ll find ways to energize
yourself and get on with it. That
doesn’t mean I don’t take breaks
from writing, but I use those to
read voraciously, especially new
authors I haven’t read before, to
inspire myself and see how
others are telling their stories. 
 

Q: What is your writing
Kryptonite?

Q: Have you ever gotten
reader’s block?

Q: Did you ever consider
writing under a pseudonym?

Any creative field requires you
to give vent to emotions, and
writing is no different. I guess
if you’re only writing academic
textbooks, you could be driven
by facts, but if you want to
write fiction, you need to feel
strongly about what you write.
As Ernest Hemmingway wrote,
‘There is nothing to writing. All
you do is sit down at a
typewriter and bleed.’

Q: Do you try more to be
original or to deliver to
readers what they want?

My first novel, The Funda of
Mix-ology  was both a
humbling and inspiring
experience. I got more than
fifty rejection slips and that
experience taught me just how
hard it is for a new writer to
break in. However, it was then
picked up and then went on to
become a national bestseller.
That experience taught me the
importance of persevering and
believing in myself.

Q: Do you think someone
could be a writer if they
don’t feel emotions strongly?

Connecting with people
through my words and ideas.
Every time I hear from a
reader who empathizes with
the themes I’ve tried to
convey, I feel successful. 

Want to know more about
Author Mainak Dhar writings?
Read the full interview on
www.deltaaegis.com today. 

Never. I am who I am, as
imperfect as I am. Why hide
behind another name?

I don’t think a big ego helps  
 

I feel any writer feels more
fulfilled and ultimately will
resonate more with readers
when they write from the heart
versus writing that they think  

Q: How did publishing your
first book change your
process of writing?

Q: What does literary
success look like to you?



Lives in South Mumbai with his wife and two
daughters. Being a fantastic writer, he is also a
businessman whose business interests span export,
import of a variety of automotive and engineering
products and consultancy services. Also, he has
interests in collecting Oriental and European
porcelain.  

BEHRAM

ARDESH IR

AUTHOR OF 
MAUT- THE BIRTH OF DEATH 

The book is a series of eight short stories about
the world’s deadliest assassin, a man known
only as Maut, the Hindi word for death! He’s a
deadly killer but there’s another side to him as
well. A side far removed from his professional
life. How does someone become a professional
killer of such a high calibre? Wouldn’t someone
with this high level of intelligence and ability
have been able to make a success of an
alternate career? Fate decreed otherwise for
Maut. He could have had a highly successful
career in almost anything he chose, but fate had
earmarked a special place in this world for a
man with these extraordinary skills. How that
happened, the reader will only find out in the
last story of the book, which takes us back in
time to Maut’s childhood. It’s a fast-paced book
that doesn’t let up and keeps the reader going
on a non-stop journey around the world.  
Get a copy from the marketplaces below: 

TALKING ABOUT THE BOOK 
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Classic and Vintage car collecting is not for small
hobby enthusiasts but is part of understanding world
history and the revolution of the industrial era.
Enthusiasts are not only interested in collecting cars
but are passionate about classic and vintage cars and
the stories of how they were developed with each
unique models’ role in history. They like to collect,
restore and even drive these antique pieces of
engineering. This interest is both expensive and rare,
making it equally unique which makes Behram
passionate about classic cars, he owns a few. He is a
pet lover. He follows many sports and has played
various sports competitively and currently, he keeps
himself fit by playing badminton on a fairly regular
basis. Runs a Public Charitable Trust as a trustee. He
was born in Mumbai, currently lives in Mumbai, writes
in Mumbai and hopes to die in Mumbai.

 Published by Leadstart
Publishing Pvt Ltd; 1st edition

(1 December 2012)
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INTERVIEW HIGHLIGHTS 

Q: When did you first realize
you wanted to be a writer?

From the time I learned to read, I
wanted to write creatively and
that was probably my first
unconscious thought on
becoming an author. The desire
became stronger with each book
that I read and then every time I
visited a book store, I wanted to
see a book written by me on the
shelf!

the genre he wishes to write, the
target readers expectations
from a book and most
importantly what publishers are
looking for. There are so many
pitfalls on the journey between
having an idea for a book,
sometimes it could be a good
idea, to actually being published
that an aspiring author must
persevere and research the
entire process thoroughly. After
being published I was able to
help a friend fine fine-tune and
publish her book, which was a
very satisfying experience for
me.

I’ve always tried to be as
original as I can, and
occasionally consider whether
what I’m writing is what the
majority of the readers would
like to read.  

Time or the lack of it is my
writing Kryptonite! When I wrote
my first book, I used to travel for
work a lot and in the evenings
and nights I would write my
book. Now I travel less and have
a multitude of things to take
care of, so quality time to have a
mind devoid of interfering
thoughts, wherein I can immerse
myself in my writing is
something that I crave!

Q: What are common traps
for aspiring writers?

Aspiring writers normally have
ideas and wish to put them
down on paper and become
famous and wealthy authors. It
doesn’t normally work that way.
There are many more aspiring
and unpublished authors than
published authors. An aspiring
author must do his research on  

I have never had readers block.
Sometimes my hunger to read is
insatiable!

Q: What is your writing
Kryptonite?

Q: Have you ever gotten
reader’s block?

Q: Did you ever consider
writing under a pseudonym?

I’m an emotional writer but I
do think a clear thinking
individual without strong
emotions could be a good
writer too. 

Q: Do you try more to be
original or to deliver to
readers what they want?

My first book was a series of
short stories which though
complete are actually
connected to each other. I
wrote my first book in this
manner as I wasn’t confident
of being able to write a full
length novel successfully. After
my first book was published I
was definitely more confident
of writing a full length novel. 

Q: Do you think someone
could be a writer if they
don’t feel emotions strongly?

When my publisher first met
me personally he asked me
what my expectations were in  
getting my first book published
and I replied that my
expectation was that as many
people as should get to read
and enjoy my book. I had no
expectations of fame and
fortune. This is literary success
to me.  

Want to know more about
Author Behram Ardeshir? Read
the full interview on
www.deltaaegis.com today. 

Yes I had considered writing
under a pseudonym, especially
when I was contemplating       
Romantic novels or poetry! 

Q: How did publishing your
first book change your
process of writing?

Q: What does literary
success look like to you?

Q: What literary pilgrimages
have you gone on?

Frankly the only literary event I
can ever recall attending was The
Theakston’s Crime Writing
Festival in Harrogate, UK. I had
already begun writing my first
book by then and it was an
amazing experience as I got to
interact with author’s whose
works I had read and with their
fans, so I got a good sense of
what readers look for in a book!

Q: What is the most
unethical practice in the
publishing industry?

I have heard tell of publishers
not being transparent with their
authors but my experience has
always been good with my
publisher and we share a good
relationship.
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PRIYADHARSHINI 
MAKE-UP ARTIST | CHENNAI (INDIA) 
Since childhood, she always loved to dress up well
on all her family occasions. Later, during college
days, she started to explore the products and
techniques. While exploring, she got so fascinated
and obsessed with the possibilities in the makeup
industry that she decided to opt this as her career. 

After taking a maternity break, while working for
an MNC bank for 5 years, she wanted to learn
more about makeup, products, brands and
techniques so she attended Akriti Sachdev’s
professional makeup courses and then started
this as her full-time profession. Initially, she
struggled a lot to get the identity as earlier people
visited the beauty parlour for their marriage.
Later, slowly it changed and people started hiring
an MUA. This was the time when she started
getting paid. She believes makeup is an art that
accentuates one’s features. She does subtle
makeup and keeps the client on their own skin
tone colour. In Chennai, brides do not want to
look loud. They expect to be simple and bright on
their big day. This is the reason clients are happy
to work with her.

Read her full interview on www.deltaaegis.com 

Contact: +91-988-425-6868 
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sarwarsana 
MAKE-UP ARTIST | HAIRSTYLIST 

She is a certified cosmetologist and airbrush
makeup artist. She also holds a certificate for
advanced hairstyling from an international
hairstylist Farrukh shamuratov.

Sana founded her brand Sana's Fashion Storm
way back in 2015 and within a couple of years
has made her mark in the makeup industry. 
Currently, she is considered amongst the best
bridal makeup artists in Kolkata, India. 

KOLKATA, INDIA 

Contact: +91-900-764-1337 

Sana Sarwar is an experienced creative makeup
artist, specializes in bridal hair & makeup, can
give professional makeup for party & ramp
shows. Her forte lies in providing unique and
exclusive bridal makeup and hairdo, each bride
gets customized makeup based on their skin
type and taste. She knows how to balance glitz
and glamour. Finally, corrective camouflage is
where she has gained mastery and brilliance. No
dark circles, no skin patches once Sana has
worked on your skin & face.  

Her tagline "Don't just wear makeup, wear your
confidence" speaks about her mission to enhance
natural beauty, make the brides look fresh,
flawless & beautiful. 
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Q: How old were you when you
became obsessed with make
up?

INTERVIEW HIGHLIGHTS WITH SANA SARWAR 

Honestly speaking, since my
childhood! I don’t remember the
exact age. But I was always
fascinated with colors and my
mom’s vanity kit. I was warned
several times by her to stay away
from it. Little did my mom know
that my passion would one day
become my full-time profession!
But, yes, everyone in my family
noticed the spark in me during my
teens when I started helping them
out with touch ups during family
functions.

Bridgette Jones. I guess she
doesn’t need any introduction.
She has been my mentor,
guide and teacher. I started
my freelance career under her
and it was she who guided me
and suggested me to complete
a number of courses which
has finally made me a certified
cosmetologist & make-up
artist.

Q: When did you decide “okay,
this is it, I’m going to be a
professional make-up artist?”

As I said, during family functions,
everyone noticed the talent in me
and encouraged me to try it out
as a profession. But the
suggestion took a concrete turn
after my wedding when I landed
up in a big joint family. Here, the
ladies in the house appreciated
my work and that made me
confident to take up the
challenge.

Q: What were the early days of
your career like? Did you have
to test a lot in the beginning to
build your book?

Nothing comes easy in life.
Initially, I had to do lot of self-
promotion. Spread the word
among near and dear ones
myself. Clients were hard to
come by. But things changed
when one of my nieces created a
page on Facebook, posted some
pictures of my work and it
clicked among the brides-to-be.

Q: How long have you been a
makeup artist and how did
you get your start in the
industry?

Have been working full-time
for the past 5 years! But have
more than a decade of
experience and practice.

Q: What do you love most
about make up?

It makes many a dream come
true. Many people want to look
in a manner which can’t be
possible without make-up. But
once done and they get the
looks they want, it makes them
feel confident.

Q: If you weren’t a makeup
artist, what else would you
do?

I would be a chef. Besides
make-up, I love cooking!

Q: How would you describe
your signature look and what
is it about your style that sets
you apart from other makeup
artists?

Golden smokey eyes and side
braiding are my signature
looks. I emphasize more on hair
styling. Love giving classy
hairstyles to all my clients.

Q: What is the most
important beauty advice
that you can give to women?

things which can give a
woman defined looks anytime.

Q: Who are some people that
have inspired you through-
out your career?

Q: What are the three tools in
your make up kit that you can
never, ever be without?

Kohl, blush and lipstick shades.
These are the three essential

Take care of your skin. It is
essential for natural and
flawless beauty. Also, while
doing make-up, focus on your
contour.

Q: What are some common
beauty mistakes that women
make?

Majority of them put a lot of
highlighter which gives an oily
effect to their skin. Also, they
usually do not blend their
make-up.

Q: What’s your favorite
makeup brush?

Contour brush! I love to define
the shape of face, give new
look to the face.

Q: What products do you
think should be a staple in
every woman's purse?

Lipstick, blush, compact and
Kohl – as I mentioned earlier,
these items can provide a
defined look.

Q: Advice for young make-up
artists who are just starting
out and want to be where
you are, at the top of the
industry?

I still do not consider myself
as being on the top. I am
myself an aspiring artist. But I
would still like to advice those
who desire to become a make-
up artist – make it your
passion. Success will follow
soon! 

“Don’t just wear make-up;
wear your confidence!”

- Sana Sarwar 
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MAKE-UP ARTIST | MUMBAI INDIA 
Anvita is a Mumbai based Makeup artist and
Hairstylist, specialising in Bridals. Having an
experience of 5years in the Makeup industry,
Anvita has mastered her skills from many celebrity
artists. She has done many brides from different
cultures and religion. According to Anvita, the right
Makeup and Hair creation makes all the difference
to your wedding look. She will enhance your
features and make sure you glow on your wedding
day. Anvita feels good to the skin is really
important before application of Makeup. She
believes in 'less is more'

Read her full interview on www.deltaaegis.com 

walkeanvita
BRIDAL MAKE-UP ARTIST 

She is inspired by her mentor's like Mickey
Contractor, Ojas Rajani, Asha Hariharan, Chirag
Bamboat.
According to Anvita, most of the people make
mistakes while doing makeup such as wanting to
look too fair and applying products which are not
according to their skin type. 
She prefers eating healthy as it reflects on the skin
and basic skin routine like CTM (cleansing, toning
and moisturising).

Contact: +91-982-077-8451 
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INTERIOR DESIGNERS 

FROM INDIA WHO CAN 

RE-DESIGN YOUR HOUSE 

THIS 

FESTIVE SEASON 

IN YOUR BUDGET 

INTERIOR DESIGN 



PANACHE 
DESIGN 
Panache design was established by Rahul Soni in 2014.
The firm specialises in luxury architectural interior
services and bespoke furniture. The Panache design
approaches range from contemporary, modern or
classical design. Projects include residential properties
and commercial spaces.   

BY RAHUL SONI (FOUNDER) 

working there realised the importance of a well-
designed home that one makes you happy. Soon
after that, he set up Panache Design in 2014.

"He brings great spice in the
right amount; mild, but it's
zingy"

LUXURY INTERIORS 
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INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE, DESIGN AND BESPOKE
FURNITURE

After completing a Bachelor in Design from Sushant
School of Design, Gurgaon, he started working with one
of the leading architecture firms in Jaipur, while  

He doesn’t abide by a definite style but uses his own
design sensibilities. Loves to experiment with
different materials, styles and concepts to find just
the right balance in each space. To transform the
space from bricks and mortar to a home that is true
to the vibe of the owners.

Where interior design is concerned, there is no set
formula for how to produce luxurious surroundings. It’s
more about creating a certain feel for space than
following a few hard and fast rules. But, to try and give
you some guidelines, we asked Rahul Soni, Founder,
Panache Design (INDIA) to tell us what interior design
means to them. He can be contacted on
sonirahul275@gmail.com for any type of  interior work. 



INTERVIEW HIGHLIGHTS 
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Q: WHAT PIECE IN YOUR
PORTFOLIO ARE YOU MOST
PROUD OF?

RAHUL SONI 
FOUNDER, PANACHE DESIGN 

There are many pieces we’ve
created that I am pleased with,
but the when your clients tell
you that ‘this is their dream
home’ that it what I pride on the
feeling of satisfaction and
achievement I get when I hear
them say this is truly amazing.

Q: IS THERE ANY INTERIOR
DESIGN STYLE YOU
FAVOUR/DISLIKE?

Q: HOW DO YOU KEEP UP
WITH INDUSTRY CHANGE?

Personally I love classical
interiors, there is nothing like a
sophisticated upholstered sofa
and a classically shaped coffee
table with an elegant console.
But with the present scenario I
think contemporary styles is also
popular where we can do more
experiments with styling and
decor.

The interiors industry is very
dynamic and keeping up to date
with all the latest trends and
changes can be tricky. Interior
styles are changing faster than
ever, and they’re not about to
slow down anytime soon. I love
going to different interior and
design show or read design
magazines to know what’s new
in our industry.Q: WHICH OF YOUR WORK

SAMPLE INVOLVED THE MORE
TECHNICAL EXPERTISE?

One of our residential project in
Jaipur, while designing the
master bathroom, we were
trying a different approach by
creating a separate unit for
bathing and basin along with
incorporating a walk in closet.
Balancing the space and mood
lights to accentuate different
sections as per the need was a
bit challenging and required
quite a bit of our time and skill.

Q: HOW WOULD YOU
PRIORITIZE TASKS FOR A
RENOVATION PROJECT?

A renovations project needs the
simple solution designs and a
contractor who is quick and take
care of all the details. We first do
the project planning, execution,
project reflections, etc. As the
renovations are complete, the
work can be seen efficiently.
Selection of renovation projects
involves to enhance old buildings
with new contemporary
features.

Q: WHAT DO YOU KNOW
ABOUT SUSTAINABLE
DESIGN? DO YOU USE IT IN
YOUR WORK PLANS?
Some hacks in my designing like
by incorporating large windows
and skylights for max utilization
of natural day light for a space.
I've used sustainable materials
such as bamboo for a lot of
furniture pieces and also
refurbished decorative items by
giving them new life.



DESIGNED 
BY J 
The best architects in the world would agree to the idea
that it takes a special skill-set and ingenuity to
implement the art of designing with the blend of
technical process.

BY JIGAR MOTTA (FOUNDER) 

developing his zeal and expertise in the area of 
design and architecture.

LAVISH INTERIORS 
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ARCHITECTURE & INTERIOR DESIGN  

Jigar Motta's brainchild 'DESIGNEDBYJ' lives by
his philosophy that is, functionality over everything.
On one such project, Jigar grappled with the
challenge of appeal v/s functionality. He realised
that the latter is the expression of the former in
modern contemporary art.

Each edge of the room extends his natural identity.
From the wooden surrounded jute draperies to the
shading plan of the space, the vibe of the space is very
natural and unique. The lights on the high roofs are
really the seepage funnels put to a superior use than
being dumped. The work of designedbyj justifies that
aesthetics can be achieved by keeping the designs
minimalist and captivating at the same time. many
pieces of the modern contemporary interior are
specially created from the memorabilia or recycled
materials which were once out of place. Thus giving
the place a nostalgic and dramatic touch altogether.
Convenience, functionality and aesthetics hold
paramount importance when it comes to designing by
Jigar.  Learn more about him on www.designedbyj.com 

Jigar Motta has more than two decades of hands-on
experience and has proved his mettle time and again.
His formulae of success include artistic imagination and
comprehensive knowledge about his client's
preferences to carve his masterpieces. His family
business of construction has been an integral part of  



INTERVIEW HIGHLIGHTS 
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Q: WHAT PIECE IN YOUR
PORTFOLIO ARE YOU MOST
PROUD OF?

JIGAR MOTTA 
FOUNDER, DESIGNEDBYJ 

Rather than any particular piece
of work I am more proud of the
people I have worked for in my
Portfolio. Especially Mr. Mohan
Iyer, Zee Network and Mr.
Venkatesan Subramaninan,
Hewlett Packard.

PRIORITIZE TASKS FOR A
RENOVATION PROJECT?

Q: DO YOU PREFER
FUNCTIONALITY OR APPEAL?

Understanding the client
perspective is top priority for a
renovation project. Then follows
knowing their habits & etiquette
which guide me through the
design.

Functionality of course because
a functional design is bound to
appeal.

Q: WHICH OF YOUR WORK
SAMPLE INVOLVED THE MORE
TECHNICAL EXPERTISE?

All of my works require equal
technical expertise as I mix
Architecture with Engineering
more often.

Q: WHAT DO YOU NEED TO
CONSIDER WHEN DESIGN?

I love and respect mother nature
and believe the products and
techniques that we use in our
projects should be sustainable. I
imply it in my work plans in 
form of energy conservation and
using Green Building Materials.
Most of time I prefer
sustainability. 

Q: WHAT DO YOU KNOW
ABOUT SUSTAINABLE
DESIGN? DO YOU USE IT IN
YOUR WORK PLANS?

Being behind schedule is a
nightmare and I am lucky not
have one too many.  

Q: WHAT INTERIOR DESIGN
COURSE WAS THE MOST
DIFFICULT FOR YOU? 

Diploma in Cad design was the
most difficult because art was
taken over by machines.

Q: HOW WOULD YOU  

The convenience has to be
considered primary when
designing.

Q: DESCRIBE A TIME WHEN
YOU FELL BEHIND
SCHEDULE. WHAT DID YOU
DO?

Q: HAVE YOU EVER EXCEEDED
THE BUDGET FOR A PROJECT?

Budget is a very critical aspect of
any design project. I always try
not to walk beyond a point.

Q: WERE YOU ARTISTIC AS A
CHILD?

Well I was a child then so I was
more natural than artistic. At
that time, I was more into
natural activities rather than
sitting and making something.  



VIRESHWAR DAS 

P H O T O G R A P H Y
Vireshwar grew up in Kolkata, He was not always into photography.
He took his chances at learning different media but ended up being
chosen by this specific field. Started off with a Sony system, the very
beginners’ camera, Alpha 58. A brilliant camera with a very lucid
learning program and that is how he started understanding the
intricate details of the system of the camera. It was almost a year and
a half later when he bought the full frame body crop sensor lens
combination he uses now.

It was not through rigorous academics he developed his sense of

aesthetics and mood. It was just mere practice and observation.

Then, Trial and Error.  
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From the very beginning, which was even before using the Alpha

58 he used a Canon Powershot SX150HS, which is the most basic

point and shoot camera you can use with a manual mode. And

slowly he went crazy with what he had in hand.

He is also available for travel assignments departing from Kolkata

City.



INTERVIEW HIGHLIGHTS 
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Q: What inspired you to
become a photographer?

Q: One of today’s main
discussion points amongs't
photographers is about the
use of digital 
photography; what
suggestions do you want to
give young photographers. 

Q: From your point of view,
what makes a good picture?

My mother. She has a knack
for photography which has a
higher potential than that of
mine. She has always inspired
me to work more and more
and taught me just to focus on
being better. She has also
made me a travel addict, and
that for some reason has stuck
deep inside me. She’s helped
me learn a lot about
perspectives. The ways
everything can be seen is not
one. That intrigued me to learn
more and more about how to
read through these lines that
define one perspective from
the other, and how to see what
others cannot see. The
concept of making something
worthwhile out of something
exceptionally ordinary excites
me.

Q: What makes the good
picture stand out from the
average?

Concept. That is it. What you
want and what you create out
of a blank frame and how
much you’re capable of putting
it into the frame that you're
shooting is what makes the
picture good. Obviously,
technical aspects like framing
and exposing the photograph
has to be kept in mind but at
the end of the day what
matters and what will strike
your work a notch higher than
the work of others is your
concept and your way of
portrayal of the same.

Q: What does photography
mean to you?

Photography to me is kind of
like a spectacle that, if chooses
you, will change the way you
look at the world. It will
completely and totally break
and reform all the concepts
you have about the world. Not
just about photography itself
but also about how you see
the world around you.
Everything changes.
Photography broadens your
eyes to the entire spectrum of
the world, as it is a way of
documentation and with
documentation comes the
privilege of being an artist as
well.

The days of film are not gone,
mostly because of the Digital
SLR’s are doing with more
advanced techniques and
cheaper also more available
production processes it is
obviously the first choice. I
have not personally shot much
with films, but I know this that
if one shoots with film, one’s
perspectives and the habit of
random shutter wastage will
become lesser as they will be
more dependent on their
intuition because of the
constraints shooting with film
has.

Q: How do you as a
photographer make sure
that the thing, person or
landscape you want to shoot 
looks the way you want it
to? 

I do not expect my subject to
be looking perfect. I kind of
play around my region,
without a constraint to my
vision, and later in post I select
whatever comes looks good to
me. However composition and
framing does matter, I try to
make my play area already in
compliance with my wanted
compositional rules, if it’s ROT,
or if the Golden Spiral or if just
simple center placement,
whatever suits the venue/place
I am shooting at.

The story, mood and efforts
behind a picture. 
It is more likely to have a very
basic answer that it has to be
compositionally correct.
Compositional correct
photography is very important
indeed. However what is more
important is what is in the
frame and what it tells me the
moment as I look at the frame.
If the picture conveys a story
and replaces the onlooker at
the photographer’s position at
the point of shot, then even if
it is a compositionally incorrect
photograph, it holds a
meaning and that is what
separates them from regular
snapshots. 

Q: Which editing software do
you usually use?

I use the Adobe software suite.
It is Lightroom CS6 and
Photoshop CS6. I mostly stick
to Lightroom as I prefer using
that more than any other.

Read the full interview on
www.deltaaegis.com 



TRAVEL TO 

PARIS 

WITH BANGKOK PHOTO RAMBLES 

  he most visited tourist destination in the world,
with over 45 million visitors annually, it is very
easy to arrive in Paris with huge expectations: of
grand vistas, of budding writers in every cafe, of
romance on the Seine and rude waiters. It is
easy to see in Paris the city of love, or the city of
lights. But it is also important to see in it the city
that has seen 4 revolutions (to date), 18 kings
named Louis and at least 2 occupying forces.

SOMETIMES, ALL YOU NEED TO DO IS 
TO DREAM ABOUT A PLACE, BOOK 
YOUR TICKET, PACK YOUR BAG & 
TRAVEL. JUST TRAVEL & EXPLORE LIFE. 

PHOTOGRAPHY - JOHN STILES & JEREMIAH BOULWARE 

And this is not even all there is to know about
Paris. Outside of the well-beaten path of the
Eiffel Tower, there are many arrondissements to
explore, each with their own character and
version of Parisian life, says Bangkok Photo
Rambles with their camera. 

T
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Despite its long, and often blood splattered
history, Paris still retains the title of the most
romantic city in the world. With the majestic
sweeping boulevards and the regal architecture,
it is hard not to be enchanted and seduced by
this mysterious, copacetic city.

Each neighbourhood, or arrondissement, has its own
story to tell about Paris. From the historical academia
of the 5th arrondissement to the stylish and creative
6th and 7th; the monied, sleepy atmosphere of the
16th contrasted with the clash of cultures in the 18th,
19th and 20th arrondissements. Residents are
frequently assessed, on first meeting at least, by their
postcode, and as a consequence often develop a
fierce sense of local pride.

A week, a month, a year isn't long enough to uncover
all of Paris' treasures. But it would be a life well spent.
This city is populated by people, architecture,
restaurants and nightlife that will seduce you and
make you never want to leave. So let's have a look to
the travelogue prepared by Bangkok Photo Rambles.  



P  RIS. 

Sacré-Cœur                                     is a Roman Catholic church
and minor basilica, dedicated to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus, in Paris, France. The Basilica of Sacré-
Cœur, located in the 18th arrondissement, is one
of Paris’ most visited monuments. The sanctuary
stands like a whipped-cream edifice atop the
hillock of Montmartre, sharing more resemblance
with the Taj Mahal in India than the neighbouring
Notre-Dame cathedral.

S a c r é - C œ u r T u i l e r i e s  G a r d e n  

N o t r e  D a m e  

TUILERIES GARDEN                                                     located between the
Louvre and the Place de la Concorde in the 1st
arrondissement of Paris, France. Created by
Catherine de' Medici as the garden of the Tuileries
Palace in 1564, became a public park after the
French Revolution. Done in a formal French style,
the garden features manicured rows of trees and
grassy areas punctuated by gravel walkways.  

NOTRE DAME CATHEDRAL 
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cathedral church in Paris, France. It is the most
famous of the Gothic cathedrals of the Middle Ages
and is distinguished for its size, antiquity, and
architectural interest. Notre-Dame lies at the
eastern end of the Île de la Cité and was built on
the ruins of two earlier churches, which were
themselves predated by a Gallo-Roman temple
dedicated to Jupiter.

TRAVEL 



LES PUCES DES CLIGNANCOURT 
(FLEA MARKET)
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This is literally the greatest farmer market you
have ever seen. A comprehensive and
breathtaking array of stalls and stands and
deliciousness is set up and broken down twice
a week (Tuesdays and Fridays) in the middle of
a boulevard. Everything you've ever wanted to
eat is here. Of course, they have all the fresh
fruit, and all the fresh vegetables, up to the
impeccable standards you would go to expect
in Paris. But this is no mere farmer's market. 
 
There are huge glass cases packed full of
sausages and steaks and chops. There are
artfully arranged displays of fresh fish, eels,
lobster, shrimp alongside vast arrays of olives,
nuts, and mixed grains.

FARMERS 
MARKET IN 

The antique silver shop in Paris (Clignancourt
Flea Market), it is considered the world's largest
flea market.
Take the Metro out to Porte Clignancourt Les
Puces Flea Market. Get out of the Metro & look
for signs for the flea market. If you don't see
them, walk towards an area that will end up
having nothing but cheap clothing like a typical
flea market. Everything you read said this was
the biggest flea market in Europe so it is. Don't
be disappointed. Start walking back to the
metro. While walking back, look for an arrow or
a sign saying antiques and pointing in another
direction that you should have gone. A
bonanza! Stall after stall of all kinds of
wonderful antiques. Bargain & grab one. 

JOHN STILES, CO-FOUNDER & PHOTOGRAPHER, BANGKOK PHOTO RAMBLES 

JEREMIAH BOULWARE, CO-FOUNDER & PHOTOGRAPHER, BANGKOK PHOTO RAMBLES 

An American photographer, who has been doing photography for more than 40
years, specializing in nature, land and seascapes, studies of cultures, and 
portraits of people from around the world.

Jeremiah began exploring the world with a Pentax JK-1000 over 20 years ago. Initially, a
self-taught photographer learning everything from basic camera operations to exploring

the art of composition he soon began telling stories thru a single image.

PARIS



DISCOVER 

HONG KONG 

Hong Kong owns the world's largest collection of
skyscrapers. This city is no place for motorists, with
about 380,000 private vehicles for a population of
over seven million. 115 countries have consulates in
Hong Kong. Hong Kong has the highest density of 7-
Elevens in the world. About 40% of Hong Kong's
territory is protected by country parks, representing
one of the highest proportions in the world. A 20-min
drive from just about anywhere in the city will take
you to idyllic beaches and hiking trails through lush
green mountains. I have shot Hong Kong through my
camera, and I bet, after watching, you won't be able
to stop yourself from travelling to this beautiful city.   

w i t h  a z u s a  u c h i d a  

PHOTOGRAPHER, HONG KONG 
TRAVEL. BABY WEAVER. PORTRAIT. LANDSCAPE. 
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Victoria Peak 
(太平⼭)

Wall 
Arts in 
Old Town 
Central (中央⽼城区的)

Tall Buildings 
in Victoria Peak 
(在太平⼭的⾼建筑)
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Hong Kong 
TRAMWAYS

YICK CHEONG
BUILDING  
(益昌⼤廈)

(⾹港)

(⾹港)
TRAMWAYS

Wall 
Arts in 
Old Town 
Central 

Tall Buildings 
in Victoria Peak 
(在太平⼭的⾼建筑)(中央⽼城区的)
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ABOUT AZUSA UCHIDA 
She started aiming to become a professional
photographer 3 years back when she came to Bangkok
due to his husband's work. Photography is the only
thing that fascinates so much in her life so far. Before
starting photography, she wasn't able to find anything
that could please others & through which she can also
contribute to the society.  

PHOTOGRAPHER | HONGKONG (影)

On the same context, she wishes to witness her
children's growth as long as possible. Her children
always give her joy, laughter & happiness & she tries
to be beside them as long as possible. 

Raised by a single mother, her childhood period wasn't
that good, but she feels blessed to have a mother who
raised her well in her difficult times.  Whenever her
mother goes out to earn money, she spent her time with
her younger sister alone. Sometimes, she felt very
jealous of other children's who had a father and could
spend more time with their mother.  

She loves photography and her children so chose 
both of them; she decided to bring her children to 
the working space. She has taken a picture with her 
kids at a volunteer group for a long time so 
this working style is very natural to her. And 
many customers here in Hong Kong welcome her 
as well as her kids while she is doing a shoot. But the
situation is not always the same in Japan, especially in
urban areas.  

"I HAVE A DREAM. IT'S TO CHANGE SOCIETY
FOR WORKING MOTHERS AND THAT'S WHY I 
AM ALSO WORKING AS A  
BABYWEARING PHOTOGRAPHER."

Wall Arts 
in 

Old Town 
Central 

(中央⽼城区的)

Catch Azusa Uchida @azusauchidaphotography 

Experiencing these situations in her life is the reason
why she wants to be around her children so much,
whether it may be on work or daily chores. Her children
are an important part of her life, made her a Baby
Weaver photographer, where she can observe a small
kid changing dramatically in every single moment.



ZVOUS
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